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HISTORICAL NOTES. 

Letters from South Carolina in 1QS2.—The Amer- 
ican Historical Review for January contains three let- 
ters written from Charles Town, Carolina, by Thomas 
Newe to his father, who was then butler of Exter Col- 
lege, Oxford, and dated May 17, 1682, May 29, 1682, 
and August 23, 1682, respectively. They were found in 
MS. Rawlinson D. 810 in the Bodlian Library by Profes- 
sor Charles M. Andrews. MS. Rawlinson D. 810 is a 
volume of miscellaneous collections partly transcribed 
from collections of Hannibal Baskerville, of Bayworth, 
Berks, but chiefly written by his son Thomas, relative 
to their family, their friends, and the university of Ox- 
ford. Thomas Newe's letters are imbedded in the de- 
scription of Exter College. They are full of very inter- 
esting matter reflecting the social, economic and politi- 
cal conditions of that time in "that part of the province 
of Carolina lying southward and westward of Cape 
Fear." 

South Carouna's Electors in 1800.— The following 
letter from the collection of the Society will prove in- 
teresting in connection with the presidential election of 
1800: 

Free Elizur Goodrich M C 
Addressed: Timothy Pitkin Jun Esq 
Farmington 
Connecticut 

Washington Dec 12, 1800 
Dear Sir 

The Electors for M' JeflEerson & Burr have been chosen in the 
State of Sonth Carolina (have been chosen) by a majority of thirteen 
—It would have been easy to have made a Union for Jefferson & 
Pinckney. M'' Pinckney however would not consent to it & restrained 
his friends from it — I am respectfully Elizur Goodrich 
Endorsed: Elizur Goodrich 
Dee' 12*: 1800 
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A CONTEMPORARY ACCOUNT OF THE BURR EPISODE.— The 

following letter from Henry M. Rutledge to Henry- 
Izard gives us a closer view of the alleged conspiracy of 
Aaron Burr, a subject which is receiving much attention 
in historical circles at present. It was obtained frohi 
the collection of letters and other manuscripts left by 
the late Dr. Gabriel E. Manigault and his brother, Louis 
Manigault, of Charleston. I^has endorsed on the out- 
side sheet in pencil: "From Henry Middleton Rutledge 
to his brother-in-law Henry Izard." 

Addressed: Henry Izard Esqu. 
Charleston 

South Carolina. 



Nashville March 25''-1807 
Dear Izard, 

I arrived at this place, four days ago— after the most dis- 
agreeable journey, that I ever performed — The moment I passed 
the blue ridge, I perceived that I had plunged again into the depth of 
winter, & indeed I have scarcely experienced a fair day since. 
Nothing but frost & snow, the effects of which on the roads thro' the 
rich soil of Cumberland you may easily conceive— I would very wil- 
lingly for my own accommodations have given all the good soil I saw, 
for a narrow slip of our sand. I pushed my way however thro' the 
wind & water to Anderson's house, which is 25 miles from this — We 
set out the next day for this place, & called on our way at Genl: 
Jackson's where we spent an agreeable evening, in the course of 
which he made many enquiries respecting you. I found as you may 
presume, that Colonel Burr, furnished the most common topic in this 
quarter. I have not seen a single person, who believes that Burr 
ever intended to attempt a separation of the Western from the At- 
lantic States, or to possess himself of N: Orleans. They are all how- 
ever persuaded that Wilkinson & himself, were connected in a scheme 
to attack the Floridas & other Spanish possessions, & that with the 
knowledge of the Executive, who expected every moment, a declara- 
tion of war on the part of Spain. And indeed, except Eaton's affida- 
vit, who is supposed to have blended, what was said in jest & earnest 
I do not recollect any other evidence which might not be reconciled 
with this statement. Very little, not to say, no credit is here attach- 
ed to Wilkinson's assertions— Indeed there does not appear the 
slightest sentiment of hostility of the Atlantic States or to the Gov- 
ernment of the Union in this quarter— When I say Government I 
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mean the present mode of govornment, & I do not mean to include 
the individuals who are at present employed in the administration of 
it. For without being assisted by the prejudices of a Federalist, it 
is easy to discover that the people here are heartily sick of M'. Jeffer- 
son his friends, & their present system of duplicity. And the late 
attempt of the Senate to suspend the Writ of Habeas Corpus, is re- 
garded as nothing less than throwing off the mask of their Republi- 
canism. Whatever may be the sensations excited in other parts of 
America by this Bill, I can safely say that here, where they could 
discover neither a shadow of insurrection or invasion, the utmost in- 
dignation has been excited by it, & it is very candidly confessed that 
nothing in M'. Adams's administration, could be put in competition 
with this barefaced attempt at this arbitrary power— Nor are these 
sentiments excited by partiality for Burr, as he has lately render'd 
himself very unpopular, by drawing a parcel of Bills for which he re- 
ceived the money of various individuals, & which have come back 
protested. 

I presume that you are now on your Georgia tour, which I hope 
may be an agreeable one, & result in some beneficial purchase. I 
shall set out in ten days for Elk River, where I suppose I shall be un- 
der the necessity of passing a week or two "& la bivouac." An- 
derson is now there superintending the running of his Sectional lines. 
I have on my hands the agreeable task of settling a dispute between 
him & a Surveyor of the name of Hickman, on the compromising of 
which, depends my finding the situation of 50,000 acres of land — 
On the whole I think it fortunate that I prevailed on myself to take 
this unpleasant ride. 

I am sorry to inform you of the fate of old Arnold, whom you saw 
embark in a Canoe with two Indians & his dog to descend the Tennes- 
see. He was deliver'd safely by his savage friends, tho' indisposed, 
to some of his white acquaintances at the muscle shoals, together 
with a trunk which it is thought contained a large sum of money. 
Either from neglect, or as it is generally thought, from an accelerat- 
ing cause, he shortly after expired— And in a few days a Will in all 
the forms was discover'd, bequeathing his property to the scoundrel 
in whose hut he died — Adieu my dear friend- Do not take the 
trouble of writing as I cannot receive your letter— With my love to 
Emma I remain sincerely yours j^ H. M. R— 

Means. — There are two misprints in the Means gene- 
alogy published in October, 1906, issue of this magazine: 
Governor Means married Sarah (not Susan) Rebecca 
Stark. No, 111 on page 216 should read Virginia Pres- 
ton Means (not Palmer). 



